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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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Indian Standard 

RECOMMENDED COLOUR CLASSIFICATION 
OF ROUGH DIAMOND 

0. FOREWORD 

0.1 This Indian Standard was adopted by the Indian Standards Institu- 
tion on 23 June 1967, after the draft finalized by the Precious Metals 
Sectional Committee had been approved by the Structural and Metals 
Division Council. 

0.2 Colour, clarity and cutting determine the quality of a diamond and 
contribute towards its beauty and value. In case of a rough diamond, 
colour is ojic of the most important aspects on the basis of which it is 
classified and sold. In the grading of diamonds one may regard 
* colourless white ' as a central point from which radiate three colour 
scales, starting as white and each becoming more and more tinged. 
Upwards from the * colourless white * rises the higher valued blue-white 
scale, the two other scales ( regarded as declining in value ) tend 
towards the yellow and the brownish. At present, different, schemes are 
being followed in the country for classifying rough diamond. Mention 
may be made here of colour classification schemes followed by merchants 
of Bombay and Panna. A diamond with pure white colour may be 
described as KAM UJJWAL PANI by a Panna merchant and wesselton 
by a Bombay merchant. 

0,2.1 In view of the different classifications being followed in the 
country, need was felt for standardizing terminology of diamond colours. 
A scheme has been recommended in this standard adopting terms which 
are well understood throughout the world. It is hoped that this common 
terminology will be adopted by the diamond industry to facilitate 
transactions in India and abroad. 

0.2,2 At a later stage, it is expected that master diamonds will be 
selected in accordance with this standard and kept for the purpose of 
comparison in case of dispute. 

03 While preparing this standard, the systems followed by Central 
Selling Organization, London; American Gem Society; and Gemological 
Institute of America have been consulted. 



1. SCOPE 

1.1 This standard recommends a scheme to facilitate description for 
marketing of rough diamonds on the basis of their colour. 
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1.1.1 As fancy diamonds of pink, green and saffron colours arc rare 
they have not been covered in this standard. 

2. COLOUR CLASSIFICATION 

2.1 The classification of colours and their definitions are given below: 



Colour Classification 

River 

Top wesselton 
Wesselton 
Top crystal 

Crystal 
Top cape 

Cape 
Low cape 

Light brown, brown 
and dark brown 



Definition 

Extraordinary transparent bluish-white 

Colourless, finest pure white 

Pure white 

Fine, white, colourless, purer than 

crystal, but not white as wesselton 
White, not quite so pure as top crystal 

Hardly discernible yellow tinge to an 

unaided eye 
Noticeable yellow tinge 
Stronger yellow, finer than cape 
Light brown tinge to dark brown 

colour range 



2.2 The diamond colours as recommended in this standard and their 
equivalents as followed at present by Bombay and Panna systems is 
given in Appendix A for information. 



APPENDIX A 

( Clause 22 ) 

COMPARISION OF INDIAN STANDARD COLOUR 

CLASSIFICATION WITH PANNA AND BOMBAY 

CLASSIFICATIONS 

( For Information only ) 



Indian Standard 

Classification 
River 

Top wesselton 
Wesselton 
Top crystal 
Crystal 
Top cape 
Cape 
Low cape 
Light brown 
Brown 
Dark brown 



Panna Classification Bombay Classification 



Kam nile p&ni 
Ujjwal pani 
Ujjwal pani 
Kam ujjwal pani 
Kam ujjwal pani 
Kam pile pani 
Kam pile pani 
Pile pani 
Kam matle pani 
Maile pani . 
Matha 



Blue white 

White 

Fine wesselton 

Wesselton 

Fine silver cape 

Silver cape 

Fine cape 

Cape 

Brown 

Brown 

Brown 
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